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The Lower Gorge of the Genesee River is one of Western New York State’s most productive
sport fisheries. This information has been developed by the Mayor’s Ad-Hoc committee
on the Lower Gorge to insure a safe and enjoyable fall trout and salmon fishing season
for anglers and Rochester’s residents as well. A fishing access point is located at the
corner of Seth Green Dr. and St. Paul St. and open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. There is no
westside access in the Lower Falls Area. Please note that on-street parking regulations
are strictly enforced. Parking is available at the Seth Green access point. Call the Bureau
of Parks and Recreation at 585-428-6770 for information.

Genesee River Fishing Regulations (NYSDEC)
Anyone 16 years of age or older must possess a valid NYS Fishing License on their
person.

salmon.

information.

Fish Carcass Disposal Laws
It is illegal to discard any fish carcass or parts into the fresh waters of the state within 100 feet
of shore, or on public or private land within 100 feet of the
water, except:

Monroe County, DEC Region 8
Black Creek On Black Creek Road, off RT 252 1/4 miles west of RT 383.

Erie Canal – Perinton RT 250 to Ayrault Rd. Located just before Ayrault Rd. Bridge on

Erie Canal – Pittsford  Lower side of Lock 32 by Clover St. Bridge next to Pittsford Row-

Genesee River  On RT 251, 2 miles southeast of Scottsville. Hand launch; Parks 7 cars.

Genesee River At the end and west of Lake Avenue in the Charlotte Beach area. Con-

Genesee River – Brown’s Bridge  On County RT 253, 2 miles east of the Hamlet of

Honeoye Creek

Irondequoit Bay On Empire Blvd at the southern end of the bay. Hand launch; Parks 6

Lake Ontario – Braddock Bay Braddock Bay State Park.10 miles west of Rochester, off
Lake Ontario State Pkwy. Concrete ramp & gantry; Parks

Lake Ontario – Hamlin  Hamlin Beach State Park. RT 19 and Lake

Lake Ontario – Irondequoit Bay  Irondequoit Bay State Marine Park. At intersection of RT

Lake Ontario – Sandy Creek Along Lake Ontario State Pkwy near RT 19 intersection in
Town of Hamlin. Concrete ramp; Parks 50 cars and trailers; Site operated and main-

Lake Ontario – Slater Creek Town of Greece on Edgemere Drive, 2 miles east of Gene-

Mendon Ponds County Park – Mendon Ponds  Off RT 65, one mile south of NYS
Thruway. Four launches on three ponds. Hand launch; Adequate parking; Electric motors

Oatka Creek – Mumford At intersection of RT 36 & RT 383 in the

Note:
accommodate your boat.

Hard surface or concrete ramp—site affords float-off and float-on launching for
most trailered boats.
Beach launch—no float-off or float-on trailered boat capability. Sites will
accommodate the approach to the water’s edge of small and light trailered

Hand launch—no trailer capacity. Boats must be hand carried to the water.
Car top launch—For canoe/kayak launching. Limited parking available.

GUIDE TO THE LOWER GORGE FISHERY

Municipal Parks Code

a permit.

Angler Alert
SNATCHING IS NOW PROHIBITED in the Genesee River and all other Lake Ontario
tributaries. See the following Genesee River regulations.

Warning
Water levels in the Lower Gorge can change rapidly due to releases by local utilities.

immediately and move to higher ground.

From Sept. 1 through March 31:

multiple double or treble hooks permitted on floating lures.

half inch.

than one-eighth ounce added weight may be used.

TIPP/DEC
Help protect your natural resources. If you witness an environmental conservation law

24 hours a day to report fish, wildlife and environmental crimes. Citizen reports are
valuable in helping to end crimes against the environment. More than 200 calls per
month are being received already. The identity of all
TIPP DEC callers is kept confidential. For more information on
reporting violations, call 1-800-TIPP DEC, or visit their web site at: http://www.dec.
ny.gov.

FISHING REGULATIONS FOR LAKE ONTARIO
Species
Brown Trout, Rainbow Trout

Chinook Salmon, Pink Salmon

Lake Trout

Atlantic Salmon
Muskellunge and Tiger Muskellunge
Northern Pike
Black Bass
Walleye
Lake Sturgeon, American Eel
Yellow Perch, Sunfish

Open Season
All year

Jan. 1 – Sept. 30

All year
3rd Sat. in June – Dec. 15
1st Sat. in May – March 15
3rd Sat. in June – Nov. 30
1st Sat. in May – March 15
Closed
All year

Minimum Length
15”, except 9” in Irondequoit
Creek

Fish greater than 25”and less
than 30” must be released

25”
48”
22”
12”
18”
Possession Prohibited
Any size

Daily Limit
3 in any combination not to
include more than 1 rainbow trout

3

1
1
5
5
3

50

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

US Fish & Wildlife Service
Law Enforcement – (716) 691-3635
Fisheries – (716) 691-5456

Department of Environmental Conservation
Region 8 – (585) 226-2466

US Coast Guard (24 hour phone) – (585) 342-4140
Monroe County Sheriff – 911
NYS Police – (800) 462-5960 or 911
City of Rochester Police – 911
Fire Department – 911
Electric or Gas Emergencies – (585) 546-1100
Hospitals

Rochester General – 1425 Portland Ave., (585) 922-4000
Park Ridge – 1555 Long Pond Rd., (585) 723-7000
Strong Memorial – 601 Elmwood Ave., (585) 275-4551

 Highland Hospital – 1000 South Ave., (585) 341-6880

L E G E N D NEW YORK STATE BOAT LAUNCHING
SITES FOR MONROE COUNTY

Hey kids . . . did you just catch your first fish?
If so, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

receive your award, send your name, address, phone number, type of
fish, location where the fish was caught, and the date the fish was
caught to:

“My First Fish”
NYSDEC, Bureau of Fisheries
625 Broadway
Albany, NY  12233

Greetings Anglers!

As County Executive, it is my pleasure to introduce you to the many 
world class fishing and recreational opportunities we have to offer in 
Monroe County.

We created the Monroe County Sport Fishing Guide to provide you 
with a comprehensive overview of our magnificent lakes, rivers and 
streams, the variety of fish you can find here, ample boat launches 
and marinas, and other helpful information.

enduring American tradition. It is also one of the most exciting 
recreational activities in New York State and the Monroe County 
region.

From Lake Ontario to the Genesee River, to Sandy Creek and 
Irondequoit Bay – Monroe County has some of the finest fishing in all 
of the country. Salmon, lake trout, walleye, bass, and pike are some 
of the many varieties you will find here.

Whether you are a resident of Monroe County, or visiting our area,
I hope you will take advantage of the many great opportunities our 
community has to offer.

Enjoy fishing in Monroe County!

Sincerely,

Maggie Brooks
Monroe County Executive

LIVE BAIT LOCATIONS

4. Mitchels Live Bait & Tackle - 4351 Lake Ave., Charlotte at the Lake

G

USEFUL WEB SITES & PHONE NUMBERS
contains

 dozens of links to outdoor activities, fishing hot lines & reports,
 permits, licenses & regulations information, and other DEC programs
 and services. dec.state.ny.us  585-226-2466, Region 8

monroecounty.gov  585-753-7275
Monroe County Sports Commission monroecountysports.org
585-262-3832
City of Rochester Bureau of Parks & Recreation cityofrochester.gov

 585-428-6770 
Greater Rochester International Airport rocairport.com
Office of Boating Safety uscgboating.org  202-267-6717
National Safe Boating safeboatingcouncil.org 703-361-4294
Take Me Fishing takemefishing.org 
Angler’s Legacy  anglerslegacy.com
Monroe County Fishing Advisory fishingmonroecounty.com

FISHING CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS

loc.org

flowercitysportsmen.com

rochesterbassmasters.com

nybassfed.com

lakeontario.org

fishingclub.com

upstatenybassanglers.com

ilovenyfishing.com

geneseecharterboat.com

lakeontariounited.com
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2

3
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HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS - GREECE
1635 Ridge Rd. West, Rochester, NY 14615
585-663-8400

COMFORT INN - BRIGHTON
2729 Monroe Ave., Rochester, NY 14618
585-273-8410

HAMPTON INN - IRONDEQUOIT
1323 East Ridge Rd., Rochester, NY 14621
585-339-3500

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS - BRIGHTON
2835 Monroe Ave., Rochester, NY 14618
585-784-8400

How to Get Here

The main route into the Monroe County Region is NYS Thruway 

north to Lake Ontario.

MILES FROM:
Toronto, ON. ................. 103 New York City, NY...........372 
Boston, MA .................. 446 Pittsburgh, PA ...............216
Detroit, MI.................... 253 Toledo, OH ....................298
Cincinnati, OH .............. 431 Erie, PA ........................... 75
Washington, D.C........... 356 Baltimore, MD ..............375
Chicago, IL ................... 522 Syracuse, NY.................156
Indianapolis,  IN .......... 481 Harrisburg, PA ...............276
Cleveland, OH ..............  ..............383
Philadelphia, PA ........... 353

Setting the standard in hospitality
WWW.HEMISPHEREMGMT.COM

GREECE
1635 Ridge Road West
Rochester, NY 14615

585-663-8400

BRIGHTON
2729 Monroe Ave.

Rochester, NY 14618
585-273-8410

BRIGHTON
2835 Monroe Ave.

Rochester, NY 14618
585-784-8400

IRONDEQUOIT
1323 East Ridge Road
Rochester, NY 14621

585-339-3500

HEMISPHERE MANAGEMENT

The Monroe County Fishery Advisory Board’s mission is to identify
and resolve issues associated with maintaining and improving the
Monroe County fishery, including: lakes, bays, rivers, ponds, streams,
and canals. The board endorses improved access, support facilities
and services to the fishing community. The Fishery Advisory Board
also advises the County Legislature, the County Administration, and
local governments on actions that could be taken to reach the full
potential of the County’s fishing resources.

The Responsibility of the Board Includes:

A. Assist and advise County and local governments on how to plan
for increased access to shorelines and the need for related facilities
and services such as boat launches and public fishing access,

B. Provide information on fishing in Monroe County to the general
public, including working with tourism agencies to provide informa-
tion and promote the fishery,

C. Work with the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation, as well as other agencies, on issues affecting Monroe
County’s fishery,

D. Provide a forum for sportsmen, businessmen and government of-
ficials to address problems and the potential of the County’s fishery
resource.

For more information on the Monroe County Fishery Advisory Board
please visit the Monroe County Fishing website at www.fishingmon-
roecounty.com

MONROE COUNTY
FISHERY ADVISORY BOARD

Share in Rochester’s
many and diverse 
well-kept secrets!

Visit us for
more information at
45 East Avenue,
4th floor, or call
1-800-677-7282
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Visit www.dec.ny.gov to review Great Lakes and Tributary Regulations that apply to all Great Lakes waters

Statewide angling reulations apply

Statewide angling reulations apply

See: Lake Ontario Regulations

Great Lakes Tributaries Regulations



Regulations foR all gReat lakes & tRibutaRies

The following regulations apply to all Great Lakes waters, including Lake Erie, Lake 
Ontario, Upper and Lower Niagara River, St. Lawrence River and tributaries:

sections of lake ontaRio tRibutaRies subject to seasonal Regulations
(sept. 1 to MaR. 31)

Hook Regulations

floating luRe Regulations

leadeRs and WeigHt Regulations

Note: 
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s Largemouth Bass
Largemouth bass have made a significant comeback to the Monroe 
County Region. The presence of the zebra mussel, along with stringent 
pollution controls, has contributed to very clear water conditions 
throughout the Great Lakes. The result is significant weed growth, giving 
the largemouth a place to grow and prosper. Largemouths are found in 
shallow, weedy areas of the bays and harbors lining the shores of Lake 
Ontario and throughout the regional Finger Lakes. Jigs, plastic worms and 
spinner baits work best.  The state record is 11 pounds, 4 ounces with 
a spinner bait.

s Smallmouth Bass
Smallmouth bass are one reason so many fishermen come to Monroe County 
each year. Lake Ontario holds huge numbers of smallies and they grow to trophy 
size as well. Average catches of 20 to 50 fish a day are not unusual with fish 
in the 4 pound class not uncommon. Fish in the super-trophy 6 and 7 pound 
range show up each year as well. Minnows and crawfish work best for those 
who choose live bait.  For artificial lures, tube jigs, grubs and other soft plastics 
work best. The early smallmouth season extends from the first Saturday in May 
until the third Saturday in June when the rest of the state opens up.  The state 
record is 8 pounds, 4 ounces with a jig & grub tail.

s Rock Bass
Often called “redeye,” rock bass can be caught spring, summer and fall 
throughout the Monroe County fishing area. Considered a panfish, they 
can be caught in relatively shallow waters under docks, under overhanging 
bushes or around any type of bottom structure. Worms, small spinners 
and wet flies seem to work best.  The state record is 1 pound, 15 ounces 
with a live shiner.

s White Bass
Also known as silver bass, white bass population numbers have dwindled 
a bit. However, they can still be caught with some regularity in the spring 
and fall by anglers using small silver spoons, spinners, small jigs tipped 
with twistertails and live bait like worms.  The state record is 3 pounds, 6 
ounces with a rattling crank bait.

s Crappie
Sometimes referred to as Calico bass, these tasty panfish can be found 
in the shallows of Lake Ontario, the Genesee River and even in the Erie 
Canal. Both white and black crappie can be found in the Greater Monroe 
County Region with the best bait being a minnow placed two feet below 
a bobber. They will also hit small artificial lures. Best time of year to 
catch these fish is spring and fall.  The state record for black crappie is 
3 pounds, 12 ounces on a jig.  The state record for white crappie is 3 
pounds, 13 ounces with a jig.

s Walleye
Walleye is one of the most popular sport fish anywhere. They grow big and 
are available in the Monroe County Region. The best baits are spinners 
and worms for drifting and slow trolling. For speed trolling, stick baits 
and worm harnesses attached to Dipsy Divers and side planers/planer 
boards work best. A jig tipped with a night crawler is also an excellent 
bait to throw.  The state record is 16 pounds, 7 ounces with a twister on 
a jig.

s Northern Pike
Northern pike are among New York State’s most important game fish 
and can be found with frequency throughout the Monroe County area. 
They are relatively easy to catch and put up a great fight when hooked.  
Northerns prefer weedy portions of rivers, ponds, and lakes, but large 
adults will often move offshore into deeper waters. Some of the weedy 
areas around the bays and harbors of Lake Ontario and the drainages of 
regional Finger Lakes offer good opportunity to catch these toothy sport 
fish. Also there are great angling opportunities for Northerns on the Erie 
Canal, especially in the spring off feeder creeks.  Northerns can be taken 
through the ice as well as in open water, and provide an important winter 
fishery. Ice derbies are common sporting events for these prize fish in 
many parts of the State.  Northern pike spawn in April or May, normally 
just after ice-out. Like other pike, they migrate into flooded marshes to 
deposit their adhesive eggs. A chub fished under a bobber is a favorite 
shore fishing technique. Other popular baits include spinner baits, 
spoons, stick baits -- anything with flash. Fish exceeding 20 pounds have 
been caught in local waters.  The state record is 46 pounds, 2 ounces 
with a flaptail stick bait.

s Muskellunge
The largest member of the pike family, the muskellunge, or musky, is also 
the largest freshwater game fish in New York State. It often grows to more 
than 40 pounds. Muskellunge have similar spawning habits to other pike, 
spawning in mid to late spring. Muskies generally spawn slightly later 
than northern pike, and in waters where the two species occur together, 
later spawning puts them at a disadvantage. The earlier-hatching young 
northerns will eat young muskellunge. Because of their large size and 
rarity, muskellunge are held in high regard. Their unpredictable nature 
fascinates people. It can take an experienced musky angler as much 
as 50 hours of fishing to catch one of these giants. A large musky has 
tremendous strength and may take up to one hour to land. Although 
muskellunge are tasty, most anglers now practice “catch and release” 
to help ensure the future of limited populations. Giant baits trolled with 
wire line or fire line work best, but an increasing number of anglers are 
casting the outside of weed beds to target these fish.  The state record is 
69 pounds, 15 ounces.

s Atlantic Salmon
This species was once indigenous to New York. Catching an Atlantic 
salmon is a rare feat, but once you catch one you’ll remember it for a 
lifetime. Lake Ontario is the only water in the Monroe County area currently 
receiving stockings, with occasional fish showing up in the Genesee River 
and some of the tributaries.  These fish are often confused with brown 
trout for identification.  In an effort to protect them, the minimum size for 
these fish is 25 inches. The state record is 24 pounds, 15 ounces with
a long crank bait. 
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and some of the tributaries.  These fish are often confused with brown 
trout for identification.  In an effort to protect them, the minimum size for 
these fish is 25 inches. The state record is 24 pounds, 15 ounces with 
a long crank bait. 

s Chinook Salmon
The king salmon is one of the most sought after trophies on Lake Ontario. 
They can be caught from April through November, with one of the best 
times being April and May. During the Spring Lake Ontario Counties Derby, 
more than 50 percent of all winning fish are traditionally caught from 
these waters.  August and September are also good months in the lake 
from the Genesee River to east and west points on the shoreline. This is 
when these fish will move into the river and tributaries in an attempt to 
spawn. The state record fish is 47 pounds, 13 ounces with an orange fly. 

s Coho Salmon
This cousin of the Chinook normally doesn’t get as big as the king. 
However, with the world record catch coming from Lake Ontario at 33 
pounds, 7 ounces, you might get an argument from some. Coho show up 
in the spring and stay in the area into the fall when they follow the kings 
in to spawn. Currently, only Lake Ontario receives stockings of these fish, 
but an occasional fish will show up in tributaries. These are popular fish 
to target with spoons and spinners off the shoreline of the Genesee River 
during the spring when waters are just starting to warm.

pounds, 13 ounces with a jig.

s White Perch
The white perch is a close relative of the white bass and striped bass. 

most recognizable trait of this silvery fish is its purple throat. It differs 
from silver bass in that it has a dark back. Small worms are the best bait. 
They are usually found in six to eight feet of water near the bottom. The 
state re  is 3 pounds, 1 ounce  with an alewife.

e record is 3 pounds, 1 ounce  with an alewife.

s Yellow Perch
Yellow perch travel in schools so when you find one you’ll usually find 
more. These fish can be found in good numbers throughout the Monroe 
County Region, especially in Lake Ontario and the Genesee River. 
Spring and fall are the best times to catch these fish with minnows and 
red worms as the best baits. The state record is 3 pounds, 8 ounces 
with a minnow. 

percent chlorine/water solution and rinse well to remove all residual

s Brown Trout
Most of the brown trout fishing takes place in Lake Ontario. Browns can 
be found throughout the year in Lake Ontario or its tributaries, and the 
lower Genesee River during fall and winter. Come springtime, the big lake 
is the best spot, trolling the shoreline during April and May. July and August 
are good times to target browns out a bit deeper, but inside of 100 foot 
depths. Placing small spoons on or near the bottom near the thermocline is 
traditionally the best approach. Fish over 30 pounds have been caught. The 
state record is 33 pounds, two ounces from Lake Ontario with a stick bait.

s Lake Trout
Lake trout are part of a Federal restoration effort. Each year, New York’s 
portion of Lake Ontario receives around 620,000 fish. Lake trout abound 
in the Monroe County Region for a number of reasons. In Lake Ontario, 
some of the deepest and coldest waters afford good angling opportunity 
for trollers working deep water shoals and reefs with spoons and stickbaits. 
May through August is the best time. One fish is the limit on this lake, the 
same body of water the state record comes from at 41 pounds, eight 
ounces. In the winter and early spring, lake trout actually run up into the 
Genesee River and are easily accessible from both boat and shore. Out 
in the lake, these trout can be caught from January until September 30th 
when the season closes.  Average size in the river and out in the lake is 
10 to 14 pounds. In all of these lake trout waters, you’ve got an excellent 
chance at catching a 20-pound trophy, with an outside chance at a 30-
pound fish!

s Rainbow/Steelhead Trout
The rainbow/steelhead trout are popular targets and can be caught 

s Carp
Carp are quickly gaining recognition as a prized catch in Monroe County 
waters, especially since European anglers started coming over to sample 
our fishery. The result has been some impressive catches, including some 
fish over 40 pounds. The state record is 50 pounds, 4 ounces. Carp
can be found in most streams, the shallow bays off Lake Ontario, and 
throughout the Erie Canal system. Worms are a favorite bait, as is corn, 
dough balls or bread.

s Sheepshead
The sheepshead or freshwater drum is the only member of the drum 
family that lives entirely in freshwater in North America. They are quite 
common throughout the Great Lakes of Western New York and usually 
put up a good fight. The ear bones in the head of the fish have long been
considered “lucky stones.” Average size is about 15 inches long, but they 
do get much bigger. The state record catch is currently 24 pounds, 7
ounces.

s Suckers
These fish can be found in most every stream flowing into Lake Ontario 
come spring and early summer. Spearing was once a legal method for 
taking these fish in the tributaries, but that option is no longer available 
to anglers. Instead, try fishing with dew worms at night. The record for a 
white sucker is 5 pounds, 3 ounces with a night crawler.  The record for a 
redhorse sucker is 11 pounds, 11 ounces with a night crawler.

Walleye is one of the most popular sport fish anywhere. They grow big and 
are available in the Monroe County Region. The best baits are spinners 
and worms for drifting and slow trolling. For speed trolling, stick baits 
and worm harnesses attached to Dipsy Divers and side planers/planer 
boards work best. A jig tipped with a night crawler is also an excellent 
bait to throw.  The state record is 16 pounds, 7 ounces with a twister on 

Northern pike are among New York State’s most important game fish 
and can be found with frequency throughout the Monroe County area. 
They are relatively easy to catch and put up a great fight when hooked.  
Northerns prefer weedy portions of rivers, ponds, and lakes, but large 
adults will often move offshore into deeper waters. Some of the weedy 
areas around the bays and harbors of Lake Ontario and the drainages of 
regional Finger Lakes offer good opportunity to catch these toothy sport 
fish. Also there are great angling opportunities for Northerns on the Erie 
Canal, especially in the spring off feeder creeks.  Northerns can be taken 
through the ice as well as in open water, and provide an important winter 
fishery. Ice derbies are common sporting events for these prize fish in 
many parts of the State.  Northern pike spawn in April or May, normally 
just after ice-out. Like other pike, they migrate into flooded marshes to 
deposit their adhesive eggs. A chub fished under a bobber is a favorite 
shore fishing technique. Other popular baits include spinner baits, 
spoons, stick baits -- anything with flash. Fish exceeding 20 pounds have 
been caught in local waters.  The state record is 46 pounds, 2 ounces 
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pound fish!

s Rainbow/Steelhead Trout
The rainbow/steelhead trout are popular targets and can be caught 
throughout the year in Monroe County waters. These fish can be caught 
in the tributaries from September through May, depending on water 
temperatures. During the remaining months, they can be caught in Lake 
Ontario by targeting thermal structure in preferred temperature zones. 
Spoons and stickbaits are the most popular baits for trollers; drifters and 
casters like using egg sacks, egg imitation baits or live bait like worms or
minnows. The top steelhead fishery in Monroe County is the lower Genesee
River.  However, all streams with decent water flow will attract these fish. 

s BlueGill/Pumpkinseed
Bluegills are generally found in slow moving or standing water where there 
is plenty of vegetation or other shelter.  They live in a wide range of habitats 
from small lakes and ponds to shallow, weedy bays of larger lakes and 
quiet waters of slow moving streams. The large, square-shaped, blue-black 
gill flap and conspicuous dark blotch on the back of the soft-rayed portion 
of their dorsal fins distinguishes bluegills from their close relatives, the 
pumpkinseed. Bluegills average four to ten inches in length. Like other 
true sunfish, the bluegill eats mostly insects and crustaceans. But unlike 
its cousins, the bluegill will also consume some plant material. Bluegills 
spawn from May to July. Nests are usually built close to shore in firm sand 
or mud in two and one-half feet of water. Bluegills often nest in colonies 
with nests sometimes right next to each other. Bluegills fight hard when 
hooked, providing good sport for anglers. They bite just about any bait, 
artificial fly, or small lure dropped in the water. Because of these qualities, 
they are frequently stocked in farm ponds and other impoundments. All 
are usually easy to catch, good to eat, and extremely popular with anglers, 
especially children.  The bluegill state record is 2 pounds, 8 ounces with 
a worm, and the pumpkinseed record is 1 pound, 9 ounces with a night 
crawler.

s Bullhead
These fish can be found throughout the Monroe County area, with spring 
being the most popular time for catching these tasty fish. Beware of the 
sharp spines on the dorsal and pectoral fins. Worms, crabs and minnows 
are all favorite foods of whiskered fish, but stink bait, chunks of meat or 
dough balls can all be used to catch these fish, too. The state record for 
brown bullhead is 6 pounds, 9 ounces and the black bullhead record is 7 
pounds, 7 ounces.  Both were caught with night crawlers.

been caught in local waters.  The state record is 46 pounds, 2 ounces 

The largest member of the pike family, the muskellunge, or musky, is also 
the largest freshwater game fish in New York State. It often grows to more 
than 40 pounds. Muskellunge have similar spawning habits to other pike, 
spawning in mid to late spring. Muskies generally spawn slightly later 
than northern pike, and in waters where the two species occur together,

as 50 hours of fishing to catch one of these giants. A large musky has 

to help ensure the future of limited populations. Giant baits trolled with 
wire line or fire line work best, but an increasing number of anglers are 

This species was once indigenous to New York. Catching an Atlantic 
salmon is a rare feat, but once you catch one you’ll remember it for a 
lifetime. Lake Ontario is the only water in the Monroe County area currently 
receiving stockings, with occasional fish showing up in the Genesee River 
and some of the tributaries. These fish are often confused with brown 
trout for identification.  In an effort to protect them, the minimum size for
these fish is 25 inches. The state record is 24 pounds, 15 ounces with 

The king salmon is one of the most sought after trophies on Lake Ontario. 
They can be caught from April through November, with one of the best 
times being April and May. During the Spring Lake Ontario Counties Derby, 
more than 50 percent of all winning fish are traditionally caught from 
these waters. August and September are also good months in the lake 
from the Genesee River to east and west points on the shoreline. This is 
when these fish will move into the river and tributaries in an attempt to 
spawn. The state record fish is 47 pounds, 13 ounces with an orange fly. 

temperatures. During the remaining months, they can be caught in Lake 

Bluegills are generally found in slow moving or standing water where there 
is plenty of vegetation or other shelter.  They live in a wide range of habitats 
from small lakes and ponds to shallow, weedy bays of larger lakes and 
quiet waters of slow moving streams. The large, square-shaped, blue-black 
gill flap and conspicuous dark blotch on the back of the soft-rayed portion 

hooked, providing good sport for anglers. They bite just about any bait, 
artificial fly, or small lure dropped in the water. Because of these qualities, 
they are frequently stocked in farm ponds and other impoundments. All 
are usually easy to catch, good to eat, and extremely popular with anglers, 

s Smelt
Rainbow smelt are popular forage fish in the Great Lakes. Lake Ontario 
supports populations of these baitfish, mostly accessible in the spring 
when they attempt to run up feeder streams to spawn. Long handled dip 
nets are used at night to catch these fish.

s Sturgeon
There are many species of sturgeon, but the one that’s indigenous to this
area is the lake sturgeon. Considered a threatened species in this state, 
this living fossil has been making a comeback in parts of Lake Ontario. 
These fish are easily identifiable by the sharp bony plates along their 
back and sides and by their long pointed snout. Lake sturgeon can grow 
to lengths of over six feet, weigh in excess of 200 pounds and live to be 
more than 100 years old. It is illegal to possess these fish.

s Round Goby
These small exotic invaders spell bad news for the local fish communities. 
Introduced into the Great Lakes through illegal ship ballast exchanges in 
the past decade, population levels have exploded and they are starting 
to displace native species of fish. If you catch a round goby, kill it.
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s Channel Catfish
These fish are really making a mark on the regional fishing scene, with a
state record fish of 32 pounds, 12 ounces. These fish can be consistently 
caught from May to October throughout Great Lakes waters.
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h 

O
n!

This cousin of the Chinook normally doesn’t get as big as the king.
However, with the world record catch coming from Lake Ontario at 33 
pounds, 7 ounces, you might get an argument from some. Coho show up 

in to spawn. Currently, only Lake Ontario receives stockings of these fish, 
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The Lower Gorge of the Genesee River is one of Western New York State’s most productive
sport fisheries. This information has been developed by the Mayor’s Ad-Hoc committee
on the Lower Gorge to insure a safe and enjoyable fall trout and salmon fishing season
for anglers and Rochester’s residents as well. A fishing access point is located at the
corner of Seth Green Dr. and St. Paul St. and open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. There is no
westside access in the Lower Falls Area. Please note that on-street parking regulations
are strictly enforced. Parking is available at the Seth Green access point. Call the Bureau
of Parks and Recreation at 585-428-6770 for information.

Genesee River Fishing Regulations (NYSDEC)
Anyone 16 years of age or older must possess a valid NYS Fishing License on their
person.

salmon.

information.

Fish Carcass Disposal Laws
It is illegal to discard any fish carcass or parts into the fresh waters of the state within 100 feet
of shore, or on public or private land within 100 feet of the
water, except:

Monroe County, DEC Region 8
Black Creek On Black Creek Road, off RT 252 1/4 miles west of RT 383.

Erie Canal – Perinton RT 250 to Ayrault Rd. Located just before Ayrault Rd. Bridge on

Erie Canal – Pittsford  Lower side of Lock 32 by Clover St. Bridge next to Pittsford Row-

Genesee River  On RT 251, 2 miles southeast of Scottsville. Hand launch; Parks 7 cars.

Genesee River At the end and west of Lake Avenue in the Charlotte Beach area. Con-

Genesee River – Brown’s Bridge  On County RT 253, 2 miles east of the Hamlet of

Honeoye Creek

Irondequoit Bay On Empire Blvd at the southern end of the bay. Hand launch; Parks 6

Lake Ontario – Braddock Bay Braddock Bay State Park.10 miles west of Rochester, off
Lake Ontario State Pkwy. Concrete ramp & gantry; Parks

Lake Ontario – Hamlin  Hamlin Beach State Park. RT 19 and Lake

Lake Ontario – Irondequoit Bay  Irondequoit Bay State Marine Park. At intersection of RT

Lake Ontario – Sandy Creek Along Lake Ontario State Pkwy near RT 19 intersection in
Town of Hamlin. Concrete ramp; Parks 50 cars and trailers; Site operated and main-

Lake Ontario – Slater Creek Town of Greece on Edgemere Drive, 2 miles east of Gene-

Mendon Ponds County Park – Mendon Ponds  Off RT 65, one mile south of NYS
Thruway. Four launches on three ponds. Hand launch; Adequate parking; Electric motors

Oatka Creek – Mumford At intersection of RT 36 & RT 383 in the

Note:
accommodate your boat.

Hard surface or concrete ramp—site affords float-off and float-on launching for
most trailered boats.
Beach launch—no float-off or float-on trailered boat capability. Sites will
accommodate the approach to the water’s edge of small and light trailered

Hand launch—no trailer capacity. Boats must be hand carried to the water.
Car top launch—For canoe/kayak launching. Limited parking available.

GUIDE TO THE LOWER GORGE FISHERY

Municipal Parks Code

a permit.

Angler Alert
SNATCHING IS NOW PROHIBITED in the Genesee River and all other Lake Ontario
tributaries. See the following Genesee River regulations.

Warning
Water levels in the Lower Gorge can change rapidly due to releases by local utilities.

immediately and move to higher ground.

From Sept. 1 through March 31:

multiple double or treble hooks permitted on floating lures.

half inch.

than one-eighth ounce added weight may be used.

TIPP/DEC
Help protect your natural resources. If you witness an environmental conservation law

24 hours a day to report fish, wildlife and environmental crimes. Citizen reports are
valuable in helping to end crimes against the environment. More than 200 calls per
month are being received already. The identity of all
TIPP DEC callers is kept confidential. For more information on
reporting violations, call 1-800-TIPP DEC, or visit their web site at: http://www.dec.
ny.gov.

FISHING REGULATIONS FOR LAKE ONTARIO
Species
Brown Trout, Rainbow Trout

Chinook Salmon, Pink Salmon

Lake Trout

Atlantic Salmon
Muskellunge and Tiger Muskellunge
Northern Pike
Black Bass
Walleye
Lake Sturgeon, American Eel
Yellow Perch, Sunfish

Open Season
All year

Jan. 1 – Sept. 30

All year
3rd Sat. in June – Dec. 15
1st Sat. in May – March 15
3rd Sat. in June – Nov. 30
1st Sat. in May – March 15
Closed
All year

Minimum Length
15”, except 9” in Irondequoit
Creek

Fish greater than 25”and less
than 30” must be released

25”
48”
22”
12”
18”
Possession Prohibited
Any size

Daily Limit
3 in any combination not to
include more than 1 rainbow trout

3

1
1
5
5
3

50

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

US Fish & Wildlife Service
Law Enforcement – (716) 691-3635
Fisheries – (716) 691-5456

Department of Environmental Conservation
Region 8 – (585) 226-2466

US Coast Guard (24 hour phone) – (585) 342-4140
Monroe County Sheriff – 911
NYS Police – (800) 462-5960 or 911
City of Rochester Police – 911
Fire Department – 911
Electric or Gas Emergencies – (585) 546-1100
Hospitals

Rochester General – 1425 Portland Ave., (585) 922-4000
Park Ridge – 1555 Long Pond Rd., (585) 723-7000
Strong Memorial – 601 Elmwood Ave., (585) 275-4551

 Highland Hospital – 1000 South Ave., (585) 341-6880

L E G E N D NEW YORK STATE BOAT LAUNCHING
SITES FOR MONROE COUNTY

Hey kids . . . did you just catch your first fish?
If so, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

receive your award, send your name, address, phone number, type of
fish, location where the fish was caught, and the date the fish was
caught to:

“My First Fish”
NYSDEC, Bureau of Fisheries
625 Broadway
Albany, NY  12233

Greetings Anglers!

As County Executive, it is my pleasure to introduce you to the many 
world class fishing and recreational opportunities we have to offer in 
Monroe County.

We created the Monroe County Sport Fishing Guide to provide you 
with a comprehensive overview of our magnificent lakes, rivers and 
streams, the variety of fish you can find here, ample boat launches 
and marinas, and other helpful information.

enduring American tradition. It is also one of the most exciting 
recreational activities in New York State and the Monroe County 
region.

From Lake Ontario to the Genesee River, to Sandy Creek and 
Irondequoit Bay – Monroe County has some of the finest fishing in all 
of the country. Salmon, lake trout, walleye, bass, and pike are some 
of the many varieties you will find here.

Whether you are a resident of Monroe County, or visiting our area,
I hope you will take advantage of the many great opportunities our 
community has to offer.

Enjoy fishing in Monroe County!

Sincerely,

Maggie Brooks
Monroe County Executive

LIVE BAIT LOCATIONS

4. Mitchels Live Bait & Tackle - 4351 Lake Ave., Charlotte at the Lake

G

USEFUL WEB SITES & PHONE NUMBERS
contains

 dozens of links to outdoor activities, fishing hot lines & reports,
 permits, licenses & regulations information, and other DEC programs
 and services. dec.state.ny.us  585-226-2466, Region 8

monroecounty.gov  585-753-7275
Monroe County Sports Commission monroecountysports.org
585-262-3832
City of Rochester Bureau of Parks & Recreation cityofrochester.gov

 585-428-6770 
Greater Rochester International Airport rocairport.com
Office of Boating Safety uscgboating.org  202-267-6717
National Safe Boating safeboatingcouncil.org 703-361-4294
Take Me Fishing takemefishing.org 
Angler’s Legacy  anglerslegacy.com
Monroe County Fishing Advisory fishingmonroecounty.com

FISHING CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS

loc.org

flowercitysportsmen.com

rochesterbassmasters.com

nybassfed.com

lakeontario.org

fishingclub.com

upstatenybassanglers.com

ilovenyfishing.com

geneseecharterboat.com

lakeontariounited.com
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3
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1

2

3

4

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS - GREECE
1635 Ridge Rd. West, Rochester, NY 14615
585-663-8400

COMFORT INN - BRIGHTON
2729 Monroe Ave., Rochester, NY 14618
585-273-8410

HAMPTON INN - IRONDEQUOIT
1323 East Ridge Rd., Rochester, NY 14621
585-339-3500

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS - BRIGHTON
2835 Monroe Ave., Rochester, NY 14618
585-784-8400

How to Get Here

The main route into the Monroe County Region is NYS Thruway

north to Lake Ontario.

MILES FROM:
Toronto, ON.................. 103 New York City, NY...........372
Boston, MA.................. 446 Pittsburgh, PA ...............216
Detroit, MI.................... 253 Toledo, OH....................298
Cincinnati, OH.............. 431 Erie, PA ........................... 75
Washington, D.C........... 356 Baltimore, MD ..............375
Chicago, IL................... 522 Syracuse, NY.................156
Indianapolis,  IN .......... 481 Harrisburg, PA...............276
Cleveland, OH.............. ..............383
Philadelphia, PA........... 353

Setting the standard in hospitality
WWW.HEMISPHEREMGMT.COM

GREECE
1635 Ridge Road West
Rochester, NY 14615

585-663-8400

BRIGHTON
2729 Monroe Ave.

Rochester, NY 14618
585-273-8410

BRIGHTON
2835 Monroe Ave.

Rochester, NY 14618
585-784-8400

IRONDEQUOIT
1323 East Ridge Road
Rochester, NY 14621

585-339-3500

HEMISPHERE MANAGEMENT

The Monroe County Fishery Advisory Board’s mission is to identify
and resolve issues associated with maintaining and improving the
Monroe County fishery, including: lakes, bays, rivers, ponds, streams,
and canals. The board endorses improved access, support facilities
and services to the fishing community. The Fishery Advisory Board
also advises the County Legislature, the County Administration, and
local governments on actions that could be taken to reach the full
potential of the County’s fishing resources.

The Responsibility of the Board Includes:

A. Assist and advise County and local governments on how to plan
for increased access to shorelines and the need for related facilities
and services such as boat launches and public fishing access,

B. Provide information on fishing in Monroe County to the general
public, including working with tourism agencies to provide informa-
tion and promote the fishery,

C. Work with the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation, as well as other agencies, on issues affecting Monroe
County’s fishery,

D. Provide a forum for sportsmen, businessmen and government of-
ficials to address problems and the potential of the County’s fishery
resource.

For more information on the Monroe County Fishery Advisory Board
please visit the Monroe County Fishing website at www.fishingmon-
roecounty.com

MONROE COUNTY
FISHERY ADVISORY BOARD

Share in Rochester’s
many and diverse 
well-kept secrets!

Visit us for
more information at
45 East Avenue,
4th floor, or call
1-800-677-7282
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See: Lake Ontario Regulations

Great Lakes Tributaries Regulations

Lake Ontario, St. Lawrence River, and 
Their Tributaries* Angling Regulations 
Species Open Season Minimum Length Daily Limit 

Brown Trout, Rainbow Trout (including Steelhead), 
Coho Salmon, Chinook Salmon 

All year 15″, except 21″ for Rainbow 
Trout or Steelhead 

3 in combination, not to include more than 1 
Rainbow Trout (or Steelhead) in the tributaries 

Except 9″ for Brown Trout in Irondequoit Creek (entire), Lindsey Creek and Skinner Creek (Oswego 
and Jefferson counties), and the Black River (Jefferson County) 

Lake Trout Jan 1 through Sept 
30 

None (except no more than 1 
shall be between 25″ and 30″) 2 

Atlantic Salmon All year 25″ 1 

Northern Pike (Lake Ontario) 1st Sat in May 
through March 15 22″ 5 

Northern Pike (St. Lawrence River 
and tributaries downstream of 
Tibbets Point) 

1st Sat in May 
through March 15 22″ 3 

Black Bass (Lake Ontario & tributaries except in 
Jefferson County) Statewide Angling Regulations Apply 

Black Bass (Lake Ontario and tributaries in 
Jefferson County & St. Lawrence River and 
tributaries) 

3rd Sat in June 
through Nov 30 12″ 

5 

Fishing for black bass (including catch & release) 
is prohibited outside of the open season. 

Walleye 1st Sat in May 
through March 15 18″ 3 

Muskellunge and Tiger Muskellunge 3rd Sat in June 
through Dec 15 54″ 1 

Lake Sturgeon, American Eel Closed Possession Prohibited 

Yellow Perch, Sunfish All year Any size 
50 of each 

Except Yellow Perch and Sunfish may be taken 
in any number in Jefferson County 

Regulations may change periodically so please be sure to check both the NYS DEC website for updated Monroe County Fishing Regulations at 
http://www.eregulations.com/newyork/fishing/monroe-county/ and the General Fishing Regulations at http://www.eregulations.com/
newyork/fishing/general-regulations/

Monroe County 

Water Species Open Season Minimum 
Length 

Daily 
Limit Method 

All waters except as listed below Trout April 1 through 
Oct 15 Any size 5 – with no more than 2 

longer than 12″ 
Lake Ontario and tributaries to first barrier See Great Lakes & Tributary Regulations. 

Oatka Creek except sections below Trout All year Any size 5 – with no more than 2 
longer than 12″ 

Oatka Creek from Bowerman Road upstream 1.4 miles to Union St. and Wheatland 
Center Rd. upstream 2.5 miles to the mouth of Spring Creek Trout 

April 1 through 
Oct 15 12″ 2 

Oct 16 through 
Mar 31 Catch and release only Artificial lures 

only 

Oatka Creek from Union Street upstream 1.7 miles to Wheatland Center Road Trout All year Catch and release only Artificial lures 
only 

Spring Creek Trout 

April 1 through 
Oct 15 12″ 2 

Oct 16 through 
Mar 31 Catch and release only Artificial lures 

only 

Please visit the NYS DEC website for updated Monroe County Fishing Regulations at http://www.eregulations.com/newyork/fishing/monroe-
county/ 

Please visit the NYS DEC website for updated General Fishing Regulations at http://www.eregulations.com/newyork/fishing/general-regulations/ 



Regulations foR all gReat lakes & tRibutaRies

The following regulations apply to all Great Lakes waters, including Lake Erie, Lake 
Ontario, Upper and Lower Niagara River, St. Lawrence River and tributaries:

Lake Ontario tributaries seasonal fishing Regulations: September 1 - March 31

Hook Regulations

floating luRe Regulations

leadeRs and WeigHt Regulations

Note: 
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